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NO ORDINARY DOG

This rs the story of Tucker, a Red and White Setter of unusual character who

clair:ed fame among t.he forces of Law and 0rder by his extraordinary powers

of de;ection. You and I know Red and lYhites as show dogs, working gun dogs

or jusL about the blest pets ever. Philip and Andrew smile secretly to
theilselves about their tucker because he is all of these things plus being a

grea-- detective.

Tuckei was marked out. for fame at a very early age when he appeared on BBC

TV a: six weeks. He photo was splashed aII over the U.S.A' and Canada

befoie he was one year old, so there was no chance of him being an ordinary
dog after that.

Of all the Setters and Pointers, Irish Setters have tfre Lrest noses, and

Irisn Red and !{hites, being the oldest setter breed, have head start over

irre o|l^rers in many directions. Tucker's nose was his greatest asset and

when he was just i fat little pup, he began to educate hsi nose, and train
it to lead him to whatever he was.thinking about' I am sorry to say that,
in his youth, he was usually thinking about ioot. He is not called "Tuckerr
for nothing - and he always was a sturdy pupl

His first success was the'rlittle Binzo Bone Mystery"' I wonrt call it the

'rGrea-u BBM" because it was not all that mysterious - at Ieast not to us'
Santa Claus usually left all the dogs a Binzo Bone in their Christmas
stockings - that is all he left them actually, but they did have Turkey

Giblet Cravy on their tripe for their Christmas Dinner'

Binzo Bones used to make the dogs go mad' They nearly wagged themselves to

pieces, carried their Binzo Bones iOout, rolled on them and made the whole

[u*"n iami]y spend all Christmas seeing that no one dog had more than its
one 3.Bone. l'lo one actt:ally saw a dog eat a B'Bone but-they did like them

u"ry-.u"f-.r. During the weeki that folloleO Crrristmas B'Bones would turn up

here and there, fridOen in aII kinds of funny places then aII the silliness
*orfo begin rgiin. Santa rloesnrt bring Binzo Bones any more, they are too

exhausting for the familY-

One r,rorning Tucker, sitting thoughtfully thinking, which is one of the

things ne liXes doing best, got in interesting whifl of something he did not

understand. ft male-frim go itt aizzy and whizzy and waggy' After he had

exhausted himself with rushing abrout, he had to sit down for a rest and a
p."J"t. This is where being no ordinary dog comes in' Most ordinary dogs

would have had a little (or big) snooze but a dog who is not ordinary'
exercised his brain. Rushing 5Oout whizzing and wagging does not exhaust'

brains - ever.

A Iine of conmunication was set up between brain and nose and legs' In no

time Tuckerrs ];ttle chubbr' pa'*: flollowed instructions and were off on the
trail of the enticing smeli- It was only a short tine }ater that Tucker

emerged frorn t.he corner-no-one-can-get-to-without-moving-furniture with a

flufiy old Binzo Bone firmly grasped between his teeth' No had he been an

ordiniry pup he wouid have trotted about showing off to his Mum and sisters'
he Red Aunts and Uncle. They would all have scuffed his ears, told hem he

was a cheeky young puppy and taken the B.Bone away (and gone all silly and

p"ppvi.n tnemlelv6s'ovbi it). But our Tucker was already a smarty-pants'
He sneaked away with his prize and I expect he ate it aII himself '
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SLrccess followeo success for Ttlci<er and he became more and more

in srlving r;rysteries anrl helping the Pol ice ' He Decame less and

rntetesterl rn ordinary doq-life, shows and working and sucrl '

nay see ltrm at a show anfl think he is tlrere to win

*rlng. He is probably there with his assistants'
secr"t mission for Scotland Yard '

interes teti
l-ess

a prize.
Philip andAlthcuqh Yrltr

You woLtld be

AnOl:,r. on ;l

I wi.l tell you mole of his adventures fighting crime next time'

"I coulrj never rlo anything wrongl"
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FIELD IRiAL TEWS

Readers ol Shooting Times will have read Keith Erlandson's some\Yhat restrained remarks on the

Fie]d Trials (Grouse Circuit) this summer. I will relrain from further conrnent save to say that

all is not well in the State of Denmark.

0n the Red & White lront we continue in a very minor way with such a tiny representation from the

breed. The biggest disappointment this year was that Terry O'Leary was unable to complete the

circuit due to a family bereavement. In the event he ran in just one triaL, handling Sean

Walsh's noted dog, Ben of fugarloaf, surely the most unlucky Trial dog one could flind, and his

own Ch. Knoekane Sherry. Due to a prior engagement I was unable to attend this stake but

understand from one of the Judges and a good few of the onlookers lhat Ben really irnpressed them

but...... Ben's luck again..... and no award for him. Apart from that disappointment on apersonal

level I was thwarted in my desire to qualify my little bitch who ran superbly but just managed to

lluff things at the lasl minute, fortunately nothing too dramatic..", just one of those things!

She'll ge'" there in the end.

Success wise the Red & Whites can claim to be reaping in the awards if one looks at the tiny

number running in comparison with the other breeds. No need for complacency, though, and we

continue to work very hard indeed - only by adopting a really professionaf and unsentimental

attitude toward our Setters and breeding stock can Yre hope to go on from here'

Hrs. Mary Tuite has put in an lot of effort with her BAHI{RHJ MARAT'OA 0F RtA (G'Shane ex B'

Healher) and was rewarded with a very good Reserve in one ol the Scotlish Trials'

Congratulations are in order - rMollie' has had considerable success on the Bench and so her

Trial awards are not belore time!

SEA}{ }{AI-*I has continued with his BEN 0F S-GARL0AF running in Ireland, a good dog this, whose

reputation goes belore him but who has the most rotton bad luck where Trial awarCs are concerned'

This year, however, Ben has qualified for 0pen Stakes and so now begins what will inevitably be

lhe long haul to his title. It is good also to see that his young son i'{ACALLA (Ben of Sugarloaf

ex Lafalla Beauty) has bis father's quality (but not his "luck") he has run in just three stakes,

a Puppy Stake where he was in line for an award then blotted his copy book, a Novice Stake where

he gained Reserve, and recently in the Kerry Novice Stake where he gained lst and Best fuppy and

is noww quatified for Open Stakes. (Ben, of course' is ex that most influential bitch, Quail of

Ludford by an IRS Mr. Silver Rock). Macalla (which means'Echo'in English) is owned by Brian

MacDiarmada

The really big news, of course and now almost inevitably, concerns Mr' Red & l{hite Field Trial

himself! Terry, and his bitch Ch. Knockane Sherry which this year was qualified to enter the

Irish Championship run, as ever' at Laragh, Co. wicklow. The first Red & white for about forty
years to quatify and she capped it all by gaining the third award' What a super achievement as

this Charnpionship stake is really considered THE big stake of the year in Ireland, the setters

are rea11y required to perform (and the hand-Iers too) as the ground on the second day can be

tough going indeed for both dog and handler.

We now have a third Champion in CA|O{ P. ffi€RTY's !{f,-NTEAGLE BELLE' this bitch ran her

qualifier recently and I have it that she qualified in no mean style - well, the bitch Champions

are certainly keeping it in the farnily -tcora'and'Skippy' (Terry's bitch) are ritter sisters

by Winnowing Grouse ex JudY.

The IRWFSS as usual ran a TriaL the day follwing their breed Show. This seems such a nice

tradition to institute - hopefully we can see how the Show winners perform! Uofort"nately due tn

my being in Scotland shooting I was uq-rable to attend either event this year. The Trial on this
event was a confined stake for Red & Whites and I understand there was a full field ol twelve

runners. One of the Judges was that well known Pointer rrran, Jinmy Dalton and sadly I didn'\rnake

a note of the other Judge. By the second round the field nas well sorted out - ctrrlouslv'/Quail

of Ludford progeny went through to the second tound, five of them, and af,tJt$ft#'ebfftd (on tne

d"y) considered up to scratcht'Unfortunately there was no game lound by any of the dogs in
contention for awards and so the Judges rightly came to the concluslon that they could not glve

awards, however Terry and r had donated a very nlce trophv to the club and so the Judges declded
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they r:uld award this to the best dog of the day - BEN f 9-GARI-0AF - see what I mean about Ben's

Iuck? r'-ad there been birds he should have won the Stake!

Autr--ni'n Irials in England this year saw no representation by Reg. Red & Whites since both Mary

Tuite and myself had other conmitments. However I'm not sure if Paddy McCabe was running his Red

& Whiie (reg. as Red) which is just a young dog but coming on very well.
The nexi trials in England will be in the Spring. However for Red & lihites it is hoped to tun an

Assess;ent Day on a very informal basls. The details of this will appear in the Club Newsletter

which :es a somewhat wider distribution than Chatter, and a.Iso in the Breed Notes. If anybody

knows :i any Red & Whites fuIly or part trained owned by persons who are not members of the CIub

wou1d i:u please ask them to contact me for details of this wonderlul opportunity which we hope

to rui' in Yorkshire in about the week or two before the Spring Trials. The purpose of this day is
rultii:-C but ultimately it is hoped to find dogs of Fie1d Trial quality and to see if there any

conrno. :iemes running through the Red & l{hites so that those of us seriously interested in them

can ce: a slightly broader picture than that presented by those few currently running in Trials.
t{e hcc:, in an infornnl atmosphere, to have an enjoyable day which should be as instructive as it
is re'=:ding ior all those participating. It is intended that we wil.l' have as an assessor an

expe:::='ced and respected shooting,/trial1ing,/Irishsetterman, we will also have on hand some

reaI1y good Setters of quality for demonstration purposes and will work hard to ensure that the

day is of maximum benefit to all participants. We need to have firm conrnitment from those

wishing to present themselves and their dogs as early as possible in order to arrange an

approp::ate area of land with a supply of game. Il you think you might be interested please get

in tor,r:i with nre O49 376 821 (Somerton Ha11, West Somerton, Norfolk) for further information.

Isobel Somerfield - October 1986.

IRISJ RED & I+IITE SETTER FIELO & STCI{ SGIETY

Our Cla:oionship Show was held in September on the ciay prior to our Confined Stake- The Show was

judgec :y Walter Thompson (who will be judging Setter & Pointer Ch. Show in England this year)

Best c: 3reed & Green Star Bitch was GLEMEEN MILLIE (by fT Ch. Glenside Red Hugh ex Danusa) and

owned :;r Brian MacDiarmada who currently has puppies, ex Mi]lie by his Trial winning dog,

Macalla. for sale. The puppies were born early October. Reserve Best of Breed went to Mr. & Mrs.

Gormle;''s }€LDON Cff}{T REENT. I have no doubt the Field Trial Show award was won by Terry and

Skippy'l No doubt somebody will comect me if I am wrong.

The ne;:; achievement of this Society, by a long chalk, has been done behind the scenes over the

past tir:ee and half years of intense and intriqate negotiations between ourselves, the Irish Red

Settei llub and the Irish Kennel Club. As you will well know about three or four yeats'ago the

relatjcnship between this Society and the IRSC had become quite unworkable until in the end

almost :he only civilised cor,munication between Red & White people and the IRSC was that betwen

myself :nd Dermot Mooney with Jack l'lash and Pat Keenan who is a close personal friend of mine.

For reascns which I wi.It not attempt to outline the IKC then rescinded the traditional practice

of breeding Red & Whites to Reds. This was seen to be a disasterous blow to our hopes for the Red

& White but in hindsight it has perhaps proved the blow we needed. It caused the Red & t/hite
people:c get their house in order, in short, 'to grow up'and to realise that we must work with

the Red Setter people. After initial 'socia]'contact we were abLe to commence grown up

discuss:.on ln a nrutually respectful atmosphere, assess what we had, where we had to go, and how

to do tris. Over the years we have worked very closely with IRSC personnel and this culminated in
an important meeting at Port Laoise where a sensible prograffne for onward breeding was worked out

between oursel-ves and the IRSC - a real co-operatlon this, the discusslon doctrnent was arranged

by us and the flnal document ras typed up by the IRSC! With the full support of the IRSC behind

us we approached the IKC and eventuatly a top level meeting was held between ourselves and the

IKC earlier this year. Since then there have been many comings and golngs but finally Ye have

obtained permission for an extrenely tight breedlng progranme to lnclude the use of Irish Red

Setters. After the lnitial discusslons were opened between ourseLves and IRSC I have not been

'up-frontt in negotiatlons so I feel it is quite ln order for ne to say that ALL Red & White

people ore sincere thanks to Brlan MacDiarmada, Terry O'Leary and Sean Walsh who l-rave been over



the past three and half years directly involved in these tricky negotiations, without their hard

work and the support of Mrs. Cuddy, Jack Nash, Pat Keenan, Dermot I'boney and the Canon we could

not have gcne forrard as a breed. I can only add that the rest of the Conmittee has been most

supportive of these three nren who rrot onty have been up-front where breeding to Reds is concerned

but who frcnted the negotiations with the IKC and atl other interested parties when we were

catled upon lo provlde a finalised version of our Ereed Standard. An extremely hard three and

half years'work which will have long lasting benefit for the breed as a who1e.

0n top of all these lengthy and complex negotiations three very successful Breed Championship

Shows have been held under the auspices of the Irish Breeds Society and a number of successful

and popular Field Trials for Pointers & Setters have been run each year - next year there will be

the usual Field Trials as well as our Champlonship Show and 1t is hoped to add to the current

schedule of Trials by including at least one Stake to be run on Grouse.

The Irlsh Red & White Setter Fietd & Show Society set up as it rlas amidst mlch nrtlrmuring from

those outwith the Breed was soundly instituted by our founders, Mr' & Mrs. Gormley,and as such

has weathered tempests both internal and external and has proved--that although o nly very small in

comparison with other Canine Societies that it can and do"r*o"tftr*ely hard for mt only the

present but also the future well-being ol the breed. Field Trials, a Championship Show, a

finalised Breed Standard written wlth the advice from those such as Mrs. Cuddy and now a

promising breeding progranme have been achieved for the benefit of ALL Red & White owners and

it is up to you to make the best use of the facllities available.

Isobel Sooerfield - October, 1985.

IRtStI RED & *IITE SETTER BREEDI}G PRMRAM€ - EIRE

As nentioned above a Breeding Prograrme for the Irish Red & Y{hite Setter has been arranged

between the IRWFSS the IRSC and the IKC with the sole objective of extending the genetic base on

which the breed 1s founded. It is intended that llmited use will be made of lrish Red Setters,

to many the lnclusion of Red Setters ril] seem a radical step so I hope these few notes will put

their minds at rest.
The flrst point to bear in mlnd is that until flst Decenber 1983 it was custorary to include Red

Setters ln breeding, and had been so lor the entire history of Irish Setters' For those not

lamlliar with the worklng Red Setter it is necessary to observe that the Red & White and the

Working Red are similar to each other but ENTIRELY different frorn the Show Red Setter'
In a letter to Mrs. Cuddy dated 1lth Januaryr 194l, the Reverend Noble Huston (who had had Red &

t{hites sirae at teait tegs) advised Mrs. Cuddy of the necessity of breeding with the Reds.

Mrs. Cuddy advises us that early in the history of the IRWFSS she wrot.e reminding and

reconrnending that Red & White breeders utilise Red Setters in their breeding prograrme - parti-
cularly because even then (about the late 1970rs) the breeding of the then Red & Whites was

considered too close to form the basis of an entire revivaL. The support of Mrs. Cuddy has been

of great value to us in our negotiations with the IKC.

From experience, observation and reading I would make the following observations regarding co-Lour

inheritance with Irlsh Setters:-
The presence of white breeding in Red Setters appears to have some sort of dominance because if
one of a pair of Red Setters is colour nnrked (ie carries white on him) even if the otter ls Bre
Red it is likely that some at ]east of their progeny wil] be cofour nrarked.

If both dog and bitch Red Setter have either a) white breedlng in their background and/or b) are

colour nrarked the white genes adopt a 'recessive' rnode and it is possible that in amongst a

litter of othernlse Red Setter p-rppies (tho' some may be colour marked) there witl appear white

and red rnqrked pups. My inltlal enqulries show that there are generally two white and red marked

pup, intH"?itter, usually female, and lightly marked. The Reds appear to be almost entirely red

with the minimum of lrish spotting on them. Usually the red pups are 'Red Setter' in type and

the white & red pups are 'Red & White' in type.
Breeding a colour marked Red to a Red & White wil] produce a mixed bag, some white

and red marked and the rest colour marked reds.

Matlng Red & l{trite to Red & White, even lf they are the on}y two such marked ln the recent

pedlgree can OLY produce white and red marked pups none of which wilt be marked heavler than the

heavler nerked parent.



The progranme worked out between oulselves and the Irlsh Red Setter CIub, and now finally
ratlfied by the IKC is extremely strict and any matings w111 be carefully documented and

inspected throughout. Both dog & bitch are to be lnspected prlor to aranging the mating and, at

the behest of the IRSC, apart from the usuaf consideratlons due attention nn-rst be paid to working

capabilities.
The scheme wilL not bring short-term benefits to the lndividuals invofved, rather the reverse,

but has been instituted purely to extend the genetlc base upon which this present revival is
based.

Further Celails will be available frorn the IRWFSS.

Isobel Scorerfield - 0clober 1985.
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POIITTS. . .POII'ITS. . . POTi'MS. . . POI],iTS

COOLTTN COIVI,iIANCIIIE

COPPERDALE }IOLLY BIUE

SHAI,I{ONLEE A},Bi]R SriBdN 0F HA\1TOA4IV

SHAI{NO}tr,EE NTGI{TIIVGAtrE OF GL!]TY O SIiEA

SIL\iVr'iOIS,ilE MAJESTIC FL;\I$ 0F C0PP1IR.DiLE

SHA M{Oi.[,Ei, AMBI,R J, IGi{T

GAI'TdSI{OT OF AUTUMTIWOOD

cilARDIi\i0 couRT coRRrE. ,.Leader Best PuppS[.. .

PIEIJDO}'I GAY PR.I}CBSS

LLAI{ELWT it(RD DAYS I\rrGHT AT CH.,TRDI}IO

LE ]{]VO,TBA I'{K RAI'{BLER

Sandy Williamson.
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CRLrP?S 1987 ",'e can nolr look forward to being
seneduled f or the first tirne, 1et us hone we

sel good classification. lrlith 64 to date

".,,"-rifiea 
( ?-5 dogs J8 bitches ) trre classes

should be well filled for Mrs. 0. HamDton'
Yhat e rellef for' the numerically smalle: i:
br:eerls still in AVi'iSC, to know they dcnrt
have to corlpete with us.
f'or anyone '^'ho has not )ret qualift:i :1?i"
dog, there a:Te still 5 re;:naining CiI' SHrs
;i;i, bree,i "lasses. Rlll{rrlvfBl,R. " ' f or none C'C'breeds

1st, 2nci and Jrd' in both Llmit and Ope-n

(-Rreed or A.;'/.Classes ) now qualify for Cru'fts'

tne ful-l f ist is cl'inted on paSe 46 of the August
edition of the Kennel- CIub Gazette'



PUPPITS AVAlLABLI

FOR SALI

Genuinely work/show bred puPPies

SIRE: BfN OF SUGARLOAF

FT Awards in Ireland and England. Qualified Open Stakes

DAM: AOII]H OF SUGARLOAF
FT Arvards, qualified for 0pen Stakes
Reserve Green Star Bitch at. last two Breed Championship Shows

Beautifully marked, well boned and strong puppies born IBth September ex these
two exceptiona1 lrish Red & White Setters.

Three bitches and one dog available. Delivery to fngland may be arranged.

Terry 0rLeary, 23 Srenore Court, Balbriggan, County Durham.
Telephone: (ooOt from England) 411 040

c00Lrr[]

By CO0LFIN LINIiIT ex MIUD0N MIRRY BILLE
Telephone: l4ary Knox - 0777 B7I44O

PUPPIES EXPECTf D

ASHFITLD

By BROSNA GR0USE 0F AUTUI4I'IIVOOD ex AUTUI'1NWOOD FANTASY

Due at Christmas
Telephone: Alison Burton - OJ75 517518

AUTUMNUIOOD

By CO0LFIN COMI4ANCHII (Top Irish Red & White Setter) ex BROSNA JUDY 0F AUTUMNWOOD

Due early February
Telephone: Pat Brlgden - 0BB] 42274


